
 21 September/October 2021

CONFERENCE STORY
By Elizabeth Scott, Kings Park Branch 

The 97th State Conference and AGM for CWA of WA - 26 July to 28 July, 2021

Having been denied the annual conference in 2020 due 
to COVID challenges, and only having the obligatory AGM, 
the CWA community had been keenly anticipating this 
conference, and all it entails.  It was held in the Optus 
Stadium River View Room, which promised amazing 
views over the Swan River back to the City of Perth.  
Members were offered discounted accommodation at the 
Ambassador Hotel in the city, which included a shuttle 
bus to and from Optus.  Members were also offered a 
discounted tour of the Stadium on the Monday morning.  
Guest speakers, delegates, promotional displays, a 
pop-up shop from our Craft and Gift Shop, a table with 
last years “Writing Completion Stories” printed into a 
book, discounted shopping with Kings Park Fashions, 
raffle prizes, parking directions and much more was all 
organised.  We were good to go!

Then the state was hit by a series of heavy rain and wind 
storms, and many locations experienced extreme flooding 
and other storm damage.  It was a very cold start, and 
traffic around Perth was sluggish, but with umbrellas in 
hand we fronted up eager and with joyful anticipation for 
the conference!

The stadium tourists 

Monday 26 July.  The Official Opening followed a sundown 
Cocktail Reception from 4.00 pm.  I arrived a little after 
4, and although it was very windy and rainy, I walked 
through the carpark and around to Gate E.  Imagine my 
pleasure when I was met at the gate by an Optus security 
employee, Lisa, who is a member of Kings Park Branch!  
We all had to use an elevator to reach the first level, 
where we were met by another member of the security 
personnel, who advised us that there were 3-seater golf 
carts to swish us around to the next elevator/escalator up 
to the level where we would be meeting.  

The rooms were down a long corridor lined with tables.  
One was the usual COVID sign-in table, and the others 
were ready for the next day when delegates and proxies 
could get their voting cards, or where we could buy the 
last of the Big Raffle tickets.  More tables were laden with 
displays of International and Community information, 
artwork, fiddle rugs, baby clothes, and all sorts of 
wonderful things.  

The International display

Arriving at River Room 1,  I found it was already abuzz 
with members and guests chatting, some seated at low 
tables near the windows, others at bar-height tables, 
and others circulating in friendly clusters, while staff 
moved around offering very tasty aperitives.  Surprise 
surprise;  who should we meet up with but the State 
President of the Northern Territory CWA Lauren 
Winter. What a wonderful and interesting lady.  At 6.00 
we moved into River Room 2, which was all ready for us 
with rows of chairs and the dais set up for the leaders 
of the business meeting.  

A close up of the embroidered skirt on the dais

The Official Party entering the Conference 

The first item was the entry of the Official Party, followed 
by the Branch Banner parade.  Shirley Robinson, 
President of Gidgegannup Branch and Terri McDonald, 
Branch Secretary carried the State Banner, in honour of 
their branch’s community service and support during the 
Wooroloo fires in February.  We remained seated as the 
banners came in, singing “I am Australian”. 
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State President Elaine Johnson gave the official Welcome, 
and we stood to sing the National Anthem.  

Glen Kelly giving the Opening Address

Opening Address.  Mr Glen Kelly, who is a member of the 
National Native Tribunal in Perth, has formerly worked 
for the Aboriginal Land Council, and was the winner in the 
Aboriginal Award category of the 2019 Western Australian 
of the Year Awards, gave the Acknowledgement of Country 
and welcome to Whadjuk Noongar Country, and the 
Opening Address.  He also formally announced that the 
Country of Study is Australia and its First Nations People.  
As an indigenous man, he spoke of the important role of 
women in all aspects of Noongar life, including decision 
making.  He said there are a lot of familial similarities 
between us, such as the value of being a good person, and 
he expected there would come to be a beautiful energy 
arising from the sharing we can experience throughout 
the year.  He is a very good speaker, and great to listen 
to, so I felt that our Country of Study was off to a great 
start.  He then declared that the 97th State Conference of 
the CWA of WA to be open.  

State President Elaine then gave the President’s Address, 
and introduced us to our new CEO, Trish Langdon. Trish 
gave an impromptu speech, and advised that she was 
heading out for a quick holiday before taking up the 
position on Monday 9 August.  

Honorary Life Member:  We were then very excited 
to hear Elaine start talking about our new Honorary 
Life Member.  We soon knew who she was, given all her 
wonderful achievements that we were hearing about.  A 
cheer and applause arose when Sara Kenny’s name was 
called out!  Sara looked a little surprised as she went 
up to the dais to be pinned.  This pinning took a while, 
as Sara was wearing a lovely, very thick red poncho style 
top, and the badge just would not stay in place.  Her photo 
with Elaine shows that she is holding up her badge, and 
wearing a lovely big smile.  For a moment or two, Sara 
was lost for words, then gave her thanks to everyone.  But 
there was more to come!  Her family, who she believed to 
be at home running a shearing school, entered the room, 
and joined Sara beside the dais.  After many hugs, they all 
retired to the back of the room.  

If you were there, I’m sure the very special nature of 
Honorary Life Membership would have been revealed 
to you.  

Elaine and Sara and “the badge”

Keynote Speaker.  The amazing Marie-Louise MacDonald 
GIA (Cert) MAICD, Chief Executive Officer of Masonic Care 
WA gave a spirited address (without notes!), referring 
back to her upbringing with five older brothers.  She spoke 
of ‘organic moments’ being like the old screen-savers on 
Windows computers.  Colours swirling around, popping 
up like new life opportunities.  Her successful life was 
like that, taking unexpected opportunities as they arose, 
which she admitted, is not a typical female approach to 
getting a job, or to life.  

Marie-Louise MacDonald inspiring us to go with  
unexpected opportunities

Awards.  The CWA offers many awards every year, 
which provide financial assistance and a high level of 
recognition to the winning individuals and branches.  
Elaine announced them, and introduced the winners :

The Clarice Rudduck Memorial Award went to both 
Gidgegannup and Yuna branches – each received a 
Certificate, $500 and joint bragging rights for the Shield.
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The CWA Community Project Grant went to Augusta and 
Bolgart branches, both receiving $500 and a Certificate.

Announcement of the new CWA/Girl Guides WA Service 
Award for youth service, which was awarded to Duncraig 
Outdoor Girl Guides, which will be presented at the WA 
Guides Awards night in August. 

Presentation by Rural Medical Scholarship recipient.  
Alexander Lawrie is doing very well, and is in Year 2 of his 
studies, and talked about his commitment, and very wide 
range of skills and interests.  

Presentation by Rural Dental Scholarship recipient.  
Ebony Grigo is also in Year 2 of her studies, and is building 
up her knowledge and expertise.

Ashley Goad, the winner of the CWA/CTA Henderson 
Field Nursing Scholarship has just begun working in 
Karratha, and was unable to get leave to join us.

Presentation by Audika Australia, who specialise in hearing 
health, which effects about 3.5 million Australians.  They 
announced their sponsorship of a new CWA scholarship 
for a rural Audiometrist, which includes mentorship 
by a qualified clinician throughout the course, and paid 
placements in regional areas, all to value of $40,000!  At 
first we barely believed our ears, then suddenly applause 
burst out – what a great opportunity for one young 
person, and for the rural community.  

It had been a full evening, and we chatted as we made our 
exits.  What will tomorrow bring? 

Tuesday 27 July dawned, still blustery and raining.  We 
survived the gauntlet through the long, narrow carparks, 
up the elevators, and around in the golf carts to our 
destination.  Fortunately the 
stadium staff had managed 
to get several 7-seater 
trolleys up through the 
labyrinth to the required 
level, so that the increased 
numbers of members could 
more quickly travel around 
the top of the spectator 
levels to get inside and out of 
the weather.  

We numbered around 300, and were soon seated at large 
round tables, which were beautifully set, and with very 
comfortable seating.  

We’re ready, with the dais to the left of this photo, and 
the all-day tea and coffee to the right.

After Elaine “did the air hostess thing” advising where 
the exits and facilities were located, Barbara Dinnie OAM 
HLM gave the Conference Blessing, reproduced in full, 
with thanks to Mrs Dinnie. 

The message this year is in the form of a Prayer and then 
we will join in a song with Dr Elizabeth Fisher from the 
Applecross/Mt Pleasant Choir and Conference delegate 
leading us. The tune Hanover is old but the new words 
have been written by Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Smith who 
presently resides in Kalgoorlie. Then we will conclude 
with a Benediction and silent reflection for our departed 
members.  So please bow your heads as we focus on the 
prayer message. 

God of Australia, you have loved this land long before 
human eyes discovered it.  Today we take pleasure in being 
able to celebrate this great land together. 

We bring praise for the diversity and wealth of this land 
and its people; for the beauty of rivers and mountains, 
valleys and plains; for the wealth that comes from mining 
and agriculture, forest and grazing and for all people who 
live here, that they may love and nurture this continent. 

For the courage, vision and sacrifice of the early settlers, of 
our own CWA members and for the diverse races that now 
call Australia home. 

We offer thanks Lord for all these gifts. 

We pray for this city and remember with pride its 
character and the people who live here.  We pray for all 
our metropolitan, rural and remote areas from which our 
members come to attend this Conference. 

Awaken within us the richness of our origins and our hopes 
for the future.  Lord we are proud of the cultures and 
grateful for the contributions made by so many, but we are 
troubled about the homeless people, the unemployed, for 
those severely affected by the pandemic, the cyclones, the 
fires and floods. 

For some this land is a scene of beauty and success.  For 
others it is a place of poverty, injustice, neglect and despair. 

Merciful God, help our cities and our nation overcome 
these problems. 

We pray for our Queen’s representatives in this land.  Grant 
them dignity, wisdom and strength in their roles.  We pray 
for all levels of Government and for this Conference that the 
decisions may always be beneficial. 

We ask that your guidance be with all who protect and 
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assist the people of this land — the police and magistrates, 
social workers, town planners, all those involved in schools, 
hospitals, nursing homes, churches, transport systems and 
business houses. 

We pray for all community organisations including our 
own members who give long hours of voluntary service in 
many fields. 

Especially we pray for families and family homes that all 
might realise the ultimate benefits of family sharing and 
support because homes and families make a difference 
to society.  That love, respect, discipline and security be 
nurtured and revered in homes everywhere. 

Help us all Lord to turn negative situations into positive 
ones, and to transform disappointments into new energy 
and courage, and pain into greater sharing and caring.  
Help us to become more sensitive to others’ needs and to 
treasure our neighbours more.  When we are weak — then 
we are strong. 

We ask Lord that you will take us all and lead our Nation 
towards the higher destiny.  Help us to look up, to laugh, to 
love and to lift, knowing we can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens us. AMEN.

We followed this with a minute of silence to remember 
passed members. 

Felicity Edwards, the State Treasurer read out the roll of 
branches, (and only made one mistake!); there were 120 
represented, and as we needed 90 for a quorum, we could 
move on with the work.  The minutes of the 2020 AGM 
were accepted, and President Elaine Johnson advised us 
that there is scientific evidence that being kind is good for 
our health.  

Felicity apologised that the Annual Treasurer’s Report 
was late.  She reminded us that we should always adhere 
to our Aim.  A previous Audit recommended a full audit 
of our Constitution, with professional support.  This will 
be undertaken, members will be involved, and comments 
will be called for.  She also explained that the way office 
bearers’ allowances were written in the conference 
motions have been done that way to meet legal standards.  
A full explanation is in her Report.  The next conference 
fee will be $150, the same as this year. 

The Association Report, as written by former CEO Jackie 
Farmer was accepted.  

Outgoing Board Members Janet Brooks and Karyn Collins 
were thanked and farewelled, and the new members 
introduced, welcomed, and pinned by Sara Kenny HLM.

New Board Member Jessica Worrall, Rosa Glen/
Witchcliffe Branch.

New Board Member Dorothy Crogan, Western Suburbs 
Branch.

After a break for morning tea, Bindoon Belles and 
Koorunga members shared with us their presentation 
for the 2022 Conference.  It will be held in Gingin Civic 
Centre.  Details of accommodation and entertainments 
were given, including an Op-Shop Ball!  

Time to vote – I overheard someone say “I’ve only been in 
CWA for 3 months, and I’m learning fast!”

We heard a presentation from our Gold Sponsors Bailiwick 
Legal, given by “a lawyer who doesn’t like to talk”.  They 
specialise in the Agricultural sector.  Among many other 
things, he advised us that the legal profession is changing, 
and that 53% of the profession is now women, and that 
75% of the current graduates are now women.  So, the 
next challenge is to get these women into Barrister 
positions, and then Judges. 

You may have heard that this year “The CWA Cookery 
Book & Household Hints” turns 85.  It was sold at the 
1936 Conference for 2/6, or 5/- for a cloth-bound copy, 
and sold out by May 1937.  Updates have been created 
to reflect the change from imperial to metric measures, 
and to introduce microwave recipes.  We celebrated with 
a beautifully iced cake which President Elaine, Sara Kenny 
HLM and Vivienne Rowney HLM cut, while we sang 
“Happy Birthday”. 

There is a call out – 

can you tell us the story about your copy?

Elaine, Sara and Vivienne cutting the cake 
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Towards the end of the lunch break, our sponsors Kings 
Park Fashion held a fashion parade, making good use of 
members and staff to show their wares.  They will travel 
to your area by appointment. 

Pictured above we have a lady who can do anything, seen 
here modelling some of the lovely garments from Kings 
Park Fashion.  

Back to the conference and voting, and a reminder of the 
numbers needed for different types of Motions - Financial, 
Constitutional or General. 

I forgot to tell you that there was a free door raffle – a 
lot of prizes were donated, and we had fun checking our 
tickets as they were drawn.  

Our AGM closed at 3, so we had a tea break, then moved 
on to the General Motions.  There was a lot of discussion 
about Motion 31, resulting in amendments and further 
discussion.  

We closed ‘on time’ and many went to the Camfield for 
an informal Friendship Dinner.  I heard that it was lovely, 
with friends sharing larger platters or pizzas, and having 
plenty of chatting.  Some others met at the Ambassador 
Hotel for their evening meal.  

Wednesday 28 July.  We started on time, and were 
advised that we were likely to finish early “due to 
yesterday’s efficiencies”.  Preening a little at our efficiency, 
we returned to the motions and voting.  

Barbara Dinnie OAM HLM thanked and congratulated 
the branches who did such a great job in researching and 
preparing the background information.  

Heather Allen spoke about the work and planning the 
Centenary Committee has begun; they have discussed 
options for celebrations, and the big one looks like being 
a “CWA silo” artwork.  A ‘pass the bucket’ went around 
requesting donations of spare cash, amid chuckles about 
a cashless society. (It raised $1,805.15)

Pat Twiss read the report from the ACWW South Pacific 
Conference, held on 8 March, here are some highlights: 

•	 	Members donated their registration fees when 
the Conference was cancelled due to COVID.

•	 	Requested all to support the Pennies, as they 
fund lots of projects to help women.  

•	 	Heartfelt realisation that many have kept 
working , even though rural communities are 
floundering, and it is made worse by COVID.  

•	 	Recommended better vaccine production, as 
compared to the measles vaccine program. 

Telstra’s Eva Colic, a Katanning girl who is the Regional 
Engagement Manager told us that the  Optus Stadium is 
‘powered by T’, as all of the extensive technology here 
is Telstra.  For example there are over 1000 TVs and 
1400 Wi-Fi points.  She talked about the 2024 closure 
of 3G , and assured members that Telstra will be there 
to help people to transition to 4G.  Telstra also has a $30 
million contract  with the WA Department of Education 
to increase the band width for schools – this is nearly 
completed, and addresses digital equity between regional 
and metropolitan areas.  

The Road Safety Commissioner, Adrian Warner told us 
about action plans to reduce the road toll; it is also a Life 
Toll, with individuals and families suffering life changing 
consequences. The proportional percentage of people 
dying on roads in regional WA has gone from 60% to 70% 
in the last year.  Advised that many useful statistics are 
unavailable due to the complexity and personal nature 
of information collected. Another topic of concern is 
e-scooters and e-skates; going fast on roads, but not 
covered by current laws.  Georgina, from Ord River 
Branch addressed the floor, saying that many tourists 
don’t know how to drive on country roads where there 
is no middle white line.  Another member said that many 
road reflectors reflect back into drivers’ eyes, causing 
temporary lack of road sight. 

We broke for lunch, and were entertained by the visit of a 
robotic dog from a Rio Tinto conference in the next room.  
It seemed to enjoy all the attention.  

Voting was completed by 1.55, so the Big Raffle was 
drawn.  $8,925 worth of tickets were sold! 

The floor was open and the following issues were raised:

•	 	Sara Kenny HLM talked about how we can help 
ACWW (with spectacles and stamps) for aid 
projects in the South Pacific area. This year we 
are raising funds for a poly water tank in Tonga, 
which is needed to provide safe drinking water 
for many families in the community.  

•	 	Koorunga Branch recommend branches 
consider motions relating to domestic violence 
for next year.

•	 	Audika thank you for Platinum sponsorship and 
to everyone who visited their stall. 

•	 	Heather Allen spoke about infant screening 
for Spinal Muscular Dystrophy. (We were later 
advised that there is a social media petition with 
about 9,000 signatures to date.)
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•	 	April - Northampton Branch – thank you for all 
the love and help after Cyclone Seroja. 

•	 	Toni - Capel Branch – reduction of speed limit on 
highway around  Capel.

•	 	Lorraine – South Perth/Como Branch – thanked 
everyone who had supported and purchased the 
book “Stories from Members”.  The next book 
will be stories and anecdotes. 

•	 	Lesley Langley HLM - Claremont Branch; former 
SWEC – explained that the work is all automated 
now, as a part of the new CWA software.  Elaine 
thanked Lesley for doing this job so well for over 
20 years, to a standing ovation.  

•	 	Margaret – Bullsbrook & Districts – why can’t 
CWA have a connection to provide parents who 
are staying besides their sick children’s bedside 
in hospital with meals 

•	 	Marilyn – Brookton – Branch not permitted 
to attend Local Emergency Management 
Committee meetings for the last 4 years.

•	 	Several branches commented on post office 
camera situation – in fact it is often held up by 
red tape, even if they already have the camera.

•	 	Anne-Marie Guest – Mt Helena/Parkerville 
Branch regarding possible Public Speaking 
Competition at conference.

Felicity spoke thanking Elaine, and presented her with a 
gift, for all she has done, and will be doing.  Much applause! 

After the very last raffle tickets were drawn, and prizes 
allocated, we joined arms and sang Auld Lang Syne.  

It was still early, just 3.00, so there was still time for 
afternoon tea, which was especially made in our honour 
– you guessed it – scones with jam and cream!  Warm and 
fresh – yum!  

We are looking forward to a fabulous 2022 Conference in 
Gingin, and hoping to see you there!

TELSTRA:
Ensuring you stay connected 

In the current world of so many variables, it’s 
important that connectivity is something you can 
rely on.  We are committed to ensuring regional and 
remote Australia continues to remain connected.  
Over the past five years we have invested more than 
$3 billion in regional and rural Australia and more 
than 7% of our capital investments have gone to 
provide services to the 2% of the population that 
live in the most remote parts of the country.

We understand the importance of remaining 
connected, it’s importance to daily life and keeping 
everything working smoothly. 

We know there have been some questions around 
our decision to close the 3G network in June 2024.  
A few points to remember – 

We are working to upgrade 3G only areas of our 
network to 4G.  We’ll be making announcements as 
soon as we can to let you know when this might be 
happening in your area.  When these upgrades are 
completed, 3G will still be available where it is now, 
right up to June 2024.

When we complete these 4G upgrades you may notice 
the signal bars on your phone change, or if you live 
on the edges of our existing 3G coverage footprint, 
the coverage overlay may have changed slightly.  
Firstly, less signal bars doesn’t mean less service.  
We don’t take coverage away when we complete 4G 
upgrades, and there are several variables that affect 
coverage such as hills, trees, terrain, even weather. 

There is still plenty of time to upgrade your 
equipment, but don’t delay.  Many manufacturers of 
devices already have 4G solutions in place – speak to 
them about what’s in the market.  Additionally, most 
existing (and Telstra authorised) extension coverage 
devices are 4G compatible – check which device you 
have and if unsure speak with us. 

There are many more questions you probably 
have, but the important point to remember is – 
we are working to ensure your experience on our 
4G network, will be better or similar to what you 
experience on 3G.  Your connectivity to everything, 
is too important for us to get this wrong. 


